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What is claimed is as follows: || * 

1 . A tubular, fl^ible, expandable stent having a longitudinal axis, comprising: 

a plurality of cylindrical shaped segments, the segment being defined by 
a member formed in an\ndulating pattern of interconnected paired struts and in which 
adjacent pairs of struts inV given segment are interconnected at opposite ends, the 
interconnected ends defining end portions of the paired struts, 

the segments^ligned on a common longitudinal axis to define a generally 
tubular stent body, and adjacent segments^connected by a plurality of interconnecting 
elements having first and secon\sr(gs!^each int^onnecting element extending from an 
end portion of paired struts orfa sdgment to an end\ortion of paired struts on an 
adjacent segment, the firsjr4id of ea6h given interconkectmg element displaced 


circumferentially froml^ie second enAof the given inteWnnecting element. 

2. The stent of cfeim 1 wherein thXfirst end of eacMinterconnecting element is 
longitudinally displ^ed from the secondVnd of each i/tsrconnecting element. 

3. The stent o/claim 1 wherein the in\erconnectjtig elements are formed of a non- 
flexing material. 

4. The stent Jf claim 1 wherein the orieiWtio^ of theWerconnecting elements 
reverses between adjacent pairs of adjacent segme/nts alongW length of the stent. 

5. The stent ( >f claim 1 wherein the interco^ecting elemerHs^weenj^jac 
same length. 

6. The stent oV claim 1 wherein the inter<(onne\ting elements extend at an oblique 
angle relative to thfc longitudinal axis of ther stent. 

7. The stent oflclaim 1 wherein the ^ent includes\end segments and intermediate 
segments and the en\l segments of th^ent include longer struts than the intermediate 
segments of the stent\ 

8. The stent of claint-^^Mi^ein the orientation of the^nterconnecting elements 
reverses between adjacent pairs of adjacent segments alondthe length of the stent. 

9. The stent of claim 1 wherein the material of which i\is comprised is metal. 

1 0. The stent of claim 9 wherein the metal is a shape meiAory alloy. 

11. The stent of claim 9 wherein the stent is a thin-walled ti^bular member. 

12. The stent of claim 1 in a self-expanding configuration. 

13. The stent of claim 1 in a mechanically expandable configuration. 

1 4. A tubular, flexible, expandable stent having a longitudinal a>ds, comprising: 


20 segments are of th] 
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a pluraliW of cylindrical shaped segments, the segment being defined by 
a member formed in an Aidulating pattern of interconnected paired struts and in which 
adjacent pairs of struts in a^iven segment are interconnected at opposite ends, the 
interconnected ends defining\nd portions of the paired struts, 
5 the segments aliWed'orTa'^ommon longitudinal axis to define a generally 

tubular stent body, and adjac^iit\egments comWed by a plurality of interconnecting 
elements having first and s^ond\nds, each inte/^hnecting element extending 
angularly from an end poAion of pkired struts oA a\segment to an end portion of paired 
struts on an adjacent se^ent, the fifet end of ekch feiven interconnecting element 
10 displaced circumferent/ally from the ^cond cjd of the given interconnecting element. 
15. A tubular, flexible, expandable \tent Having a longitudinal axis, comprising: 

a pluralty of cylindrical sWed segmentVt3ie^segme0t^^ by 
a member formed in aL undulating patterrfW interconnected paired struts and in which 
adjacent pairs of strutsW a given segrj^nt ar\ interconnected at opposite ends, the 
1 5 interconnected ends defrt^ing end^rtions of the paired struts, 

the segments aligned on a conim\n longitudinal axis to define a generally 
tubular stent body, and adjacent segments connected by a plurality of interconnecting 
elements having first and second ends, each interconnecting element extending from an 
end portion of paired struts on a segment to an end portion of paired struts on an 
5 20 adjacent segment, the first end of each given interconn^ting element displaced 
circumferentially from the second end of the given interconnecting element, the 
orientation of the interconnecting elements reversed betwe^i adjacent pairs of adjacent 
segments along the length of the stent. 
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